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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1886 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PLO 

SUBJ: PALESTINE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
REF: DAMASCUS 770 

1. PNC CHAIRMAN KHALID AL-FAHUM IN HIS PRESS STATEMENT 
AFTER MEETING OF PALESTINIAN CENTRAL COUNCIL MAY 20 (FBIS) 
SAID THAT QUESTION OF CONVOKING NEXT PALESTINE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL HAD BEEN REFERRED TO PREPARATORY COMMITTEE 
CONPOSED OF MEMBERS OF EXEC CTE AND NATIONAL COUNCIL 
BUREAU. HE ADDED THAT EXPANSION OF PNC WAS GENERALLY 
FAVORED BY PALESTINIAN GROUPS. THIRDLY. HE SAID 

THAT OWING TO SALZBURG AND ARAB SUMMIT MEETINGS IN JUNE, 
CENTRAL COUNCIL HAD POSTPONED PNC MEETING TO LATE JULY OR 
EARLY AUGUST. 
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MAY 21 HE HAD ASKED AL-FAHUM PREVIOUS EVENING WHAT 
CENTRALCOUNCIL HAD REALLY DECIDED ABOUT PNC. 
AL-FAHUM REPLIED "NOTHING HAS BEEN DECIDED," AND 
WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT CENTRAL COUNCIL WAS SPLIT 
OVER QUESTION OF EXPANDING REPRESENTATION. FEDAYEEN 
GROUPS WERE FEARFUL THAT EXPANDING MEMBERSHIP TO 
INCLUDE INTELLECTURALS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER 
PALESTINIAN GROUPS, WHICH AL-FAHUM PERSONALLY 
FAVORS IN ORDER TO MAKE PNC MORE REPRESENTATIVE 
BODY, WOULD DIMINISH PRESENT FEDAYEEN CONTROL. 
FEDAYEEN GROUPS OF REJECTIONIST FRONT WERE ALSO 
THREATENING TO HOLD RUMP PNC IN BAGHDAD IF THEIR 
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION WERE REDUCED. AL-FAHUM 
SAID PREPARATORY COMMITTEE WAS MERELY STOP-GAP 
GAMBIT. IF CURRENT DISAGREEMENTS NOT RESOLVED, HE 
THOUGHT MOST LIKELY RESULT WOULD BE TO POSTPONE 
SELECTION OF NEW PNC FOR ONE YEAR "IN VIEW OF CURRENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES IN ME." 

MURPHY 
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